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Administr ation \may aSl{ Congress.
to boost aid to Nicaraguan rebels .

Bv ALFONSO CHARDY

Herald Waskington Bureau

" WASHINGTON — The Reagan
administration is considering a
request to Congress that would
not onlv restore but substantially
increase aid for Nicaraguan rebels,
a senior U.S. official says.

. The possibility” of increased
funding for the anti-Sandinista
rebels, known as contras, is part
of consultations with congressio-
nal leaders, the administration
source said. o :

While acknowledging that’ con-
gressional reception so far has
been cool, the official indicated
that chances for a resumption —
and even an increase — of aid are
likely to improve if the contras
unite and President Reagan *‘takes
the case to the people” as he is
expected to do.

“You can say that we have been

holding discussions with individu-

al members of Congress who
recognize the need for aid to the
freedom fighters and that the
option of raising the amount of
funds has not been foreclosed,”
said the official. He added that “no
final decision has been made on
how much is needed. But the
current amount [$14 million]
might not be enough.” -
" The §14 million — half the
amount the CIA originally sought
—_has never-been given to the
guerrillas. It was approved last
vear, but withheld by Congress in
October when it suspended CIA
covert aid until at Jeast ‘Feb.” 28.
Since the aid suspension, the

‘The president feels
very strongly about
this issue [aid to
contras] and thinks we
should take it to the

country.’

presidential aide
A ———
contras have survived on private
aid from wealthy Americans and
assistance from _foreign govern-
ments — apparently Israel, El
Salvador and Honduras.

To obtain .release of the $14
million, Reagan must ask for it in
a report to Congress, which must
be approved by both the full House
and Senate. :

Administration and congressio-
nal sources indicate that congres-
sional debate on the resumption of

contra funding is not likely to take .

place until sometime in April, after
the Easter recess. -

“Officials refused to disclose the
amount of aid they havé in mind,

‘but a congressional source said -
$50 million had been mentioned by .

administration officials in conver-

sations with *“'some congressional -

people.” .- o

‘That ‘would be consisteet with

statements made by Adolfo Calero,

commander in chief of the Nicara-
guan Democratic Force (FDN), the
largest contra army.

-

Calero, in an interview -last
month, said that $14 million would
be “peanuts” and that the FDN
needed between $30 miillion and
$50 million to double its strength
to more than 20,000.

Given the congressional mood,
the . possibility of renewing aid
even at the $14 million level
appears dim: But congressional
aides said that if the rebels unite
and all negotiating avenues with
the Sandinista government in Ma-
nagua are closed, the prospects for
changing the mood will be greatly
enhanced. . -

A White House official said the
president is resolved to persuade .
Congress and the American people -
to help the contras.

“The . President feels very:
strongly about this issue and |
thinks we should take it to the .
country,” the aide said, indicating !
Reagan may make a nationwide
address to ‘fuel support and put j
pressure on Congress. ;

As a dress rehearsal, administra-
tion sources said Reagan would
make a forceful appeal for re-
newed aid today during his week-
ly radio talk from Santa Barbara,
Calif., where he is vacationing.

The president, according-to an |
administration. official, will “be |
talking about the contras and the ;
necessity for our giving financial |
aid, and I underscore the word

‘financial, to these contras ... We

have given them financial aid last :
year, and he wants to give them
financial aid this year.”
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